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Sir: 

Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08 is a listing of documents known to 
applicants in order to comply with applicants' duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56. 

A copy of each non-U. S. patent document and each non-patent document is being 
submitted to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the 
present application or that such document is considered material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR §1.5 6(b). Applicants do not waive any rights to take any action which would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is 
determined to be a prima facie art reference against the claims of the present application. 

TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The instant Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date of a 
Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 13. Therefore a statement and fee are required. 
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STATEMENT 

The undersigned hereby states in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.704(d) that each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application and that this communication was not 
received by any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to the 
filing of the information disclosure statement. 

RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

Documents C1-C3 were cited in an office action in a corresponding German 
application. Documents C1-C3 are in German. 

The relevance of documents C1-C3 is based on the following partial translation of the 

German office action. 

The numbers of the following references are cited in this Office Action 
for the first time and will be used consecutively throughout the examination 
proceedings: 

1. WO 00/38966 AI 

2. DE 198 33 242A1 

3. DE 195 15 060 Al 

Examination is based on claims 1 to 14, which were submitted on the 
date of filing. 

1. The applicant submitted one-part claims 1 and 14. In this 
respect, reference should be made to the fact that a patent specification 
should provide information not only on the invention but also on the 
prior art ascertained. In a two-part claim, this is easily possible due to 
the division into generic clause and characterizing clause. In the case of 
a one-part claim, however, the reader is not able to discern which of the 
features specified in the claim are already part of the prior art. He has to 
rely exclusively on the information disclosed in the introduction to the 
specification. In the present case, an unequivocal association of known 
features and unknown features with respect to the prior art cannot be 
seen. In particular, the introduction to the specification also fails to 
indicate sources for the prior art. The Examiner cannot consent to the 
claimed invention, not least in view of the fact that the prior art has not 
been sufficiently taken into account. 

2. With regard to the prior art, references 1 to 3 have been 
ascertained. The Examiner gathers from the partly convoluted wordings 
of claims 1 and 4 that, in a brake system for an automotive vehicle, the 
brake pressure in the master cylinder (pre-pressure) as well as the 
respective brake pressures in the wheel cylinders are to be estimated. 
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It can, however, not be gathered from the parallel claims 1 and 14 in 
which technically reproducible manner this is supposed to be 
accomplished in detail. What can be discerned is that a respective model 
is to be used. In this respect, the applicant's attention is drawn to 
references 1 to 3 for the time being. 

Reference 1 discloses a method and a device for determining a 
wheel brake pressure and/or a pre-pressure. For this purpose, a pressure 
variable representative of the pre-pressure is estimated, at least one 
operating state of at least one actuating member in the brake system is 
detected, and the wheel brake pressure is estimated according to the 
estimated pre-pressure and the operating states detected. Said reference 
discloses various possibilities of determining the pre-pressure, and 
various model-supported methods for determining the wheel brake 
pressures are disclosed as well. 

Reference 2 discloses another method for estimating the master 
cylinder pressure. For this purpose, a wheel moment is first calculated 
from the wheel speed signals and the vehicle speed, whereupon also the 
pressure in the master cylinder can be estimated in a further step. 

Reference 3 discloses a further method for determining the brake 
pressure in the wheel brakes of an automotive vehicle; in said reference 
3, an evaluation unit is provided, which, on the basis of the amount of 
pressure medium taken up and discharged by the wheel brakes, 
determines the reaction of the vehicle and compares it with the actual 
values. 

3. The subclaims depend on claim 1 . In view of the fact that said 
claim 1 is not allowable, the subclaims cannot be allowed, not least for 
formal reasons. In addition, said subclaims apparently contain simple 
embodiments, the essential features of which can already be gathered 
from the references. It cannot be seen that these embodiments could be 
considered to be of independent, inventive importance. 

Under the circumstances described hereinbefore, grant of a patent cannot 
be expected on the basis of the documents presently on file. 

If the applicant intends to prosecute the application, reformulated claims 
will have to be submitted and the references will have to be discussed. 

Applicant's statements regarding the German office action are based on a translation 
that applicant's representative obtained. These statements should in no way be considered as 
an agreement by applicant with, or an admission of, what is asserted in the German office 
action. 

English language translations or English language counterparts of documents C1-C3 
are not available; however, English language abstracts are provided herewith for documents 
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C1-C3. The absence of translations or English language counterpart documents does not 
relieve the PTO from its duty to consider the submitted documents (37 CFR §1.98 and 
M.P.E.P. § 609). 

Applicant respectfully requests that the listed documents be considered by the 
Examiner and formally be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy 
of Form SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 

Should additional fees be necessary in connection with the filing of this paper, or if a petition for extension of 
time is required for timely acceptance of same, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge deposit 
account No. 19-0741 for any such fees; and applicant hereby petitions for any needed extension of time. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date August 3, 2005 




FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 22428 
Telephone : (202) 672-5407 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



Pavan K. Agarwal 
Registration No. 40,888 



Aaron C. Chatterjee 
Registration No. 4 1 ,398 



Attorneys for Applicants 
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